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Reading——Singles’ Day, Shopping Spree
November 11th, also called “Double 11”, is Singles’ Day in China and the red-letter day in every shopper’s calendar. It is China’s largest shopping festival and the retail industry’s most important 24 hours of the year, according to a report by a consumer research group. The findings of this report show that many shoppers stay up late and take the shopping festival as the one day of the year they could not do without. 
Showing off on social media 
Typical participants on “Double 11” shopping spree are young professional women working in junior positions. Many female respondents to the survey said they posted photos of their purchases on social media for their friends to admire. Hu Jie, 23, said she was looking forward to showing off her “loot” during “Double 11”, particularly for popular products which she has bought at a discount. “That only makes them look much better,” she said. 
Team work: ready, steady, shop! 
As the day has increased in popularity, some shoppers have even established their own traditions. Hu Xuanling admitted to teaming up with friends and colleagues, saying, “My friends and I even have tactics, like splitting up into teams for different products, to make sure everyone gets his or her favorite. It is so much fun.” 
The report concludes that because of the success of “Double 11” shopping spree, similar online shopping festivals are emerging, such as, “6·18” and “12·12”. It also predicts that with online shopping becoming more and more popular, more cashless payments will be made in China than ever before.   
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